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A New Beginning
MZ ARt

Tameka Viola Cozier
EtO|Z} 22[0f

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, | am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and
streams in the wasteland."

—Isaiah 43:18-19

Ol A& 7IYstA] wH, iE A& B Eet Het Wizt Al A& sty o)Al
a7 Uehd Aol U7t aAE LA Zsl=? BIEA] W7} Fopol] 45 Ui

Moving from Canada to South Korea was not an easy choice. However, in my case;
it was the only choice. In December 2022, | experienced severe chest pains and
visited the hospital. After some routine tests, a cardiologist found a small hole in my
heart. Unfortunately, that was only the beginning of heartache | would later undergo
in 2023. On June 1st 2023: | quit my job, left my toxic local church, said goodbye to
my loved ones as | moved to South Korea in hopes to start a new life as an English

teacher. Nevertheless, | was not prepared for the Lord to do a “new thing"” in my life.
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In January 2025, | visited GEM for the first time. At first, | was hesitant to return to a
church, or any place of worship because | was severely scarred from my previous
church in Canada. Yet, | built up the courage to attend. Once | arrived at the 2pm
service, | was astonished at how welcoming and passionate everyone was. Since
arriving to GEM, | met with people from different cultural backgrounds. Having grown
up in a multi-cultural environment in Canada, it was wholesome to experience the

same warmth in South Korea.
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For the last ten months, GEM helped me to change my perception of the church
community and rekindle my personal relationship with the Lord. From attending
weekly cell church meetings, wellness check-ins from leadership, and fellowship with
other believers outside of the 2pm service, | was able to understand the importance
of “forgetting the former things"”. | embraced what the Lord was trying to reveal to
me — Korea was my new home and a new opportunity to evangelize and witness to

others in a foreign land, while still obeying our sovereign God.
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All gratitude and honour is reserved to Jesus. He brought me through the wilderness
of my past and ventured into a land of miracles. Although | am still a foreigner in
Korea, with minimal communication skills in Korean or complete knowledge on
the cultural nuisances; God has kept me surrounded by blessings, a safe work
environment, a pleasant living accommodation, and a blessed local church. With
my upcoming heart surgery in 2026, | know that the Lord will continue “spring up

streams in the wilderness”.
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